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ancestor of His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Haida-
rabad.

In no long time the folly of Jehandar Shah, the whims
of his mistress, and the overbearing manners of Zulfikar
Khan estranged the Moghul nobles and they readily sought
a pretender to the throne. Over the great and wealthy
province of Bengal ruled Farukhsir, a son of Azimushan.
On Aurangzib's death Azimushan, marching to his father's
help, left behind him Farukhsir as his deputy. On the
borders of Bengal were two brothers, who, as Sayadn,
claimed to be descended from the loins of the prophet.
Hussein Ali Khan was governor of Behar. His brother
Abdulla Khan was governor of Allahabad. These two
powerful nobles Ftirukhsir won to his cause and in November
1712 tho combined armies of the three provinces marched
to Delhi. In spite of the gallantry of Zulfikar Khan,
Jehandar Rhah suffered a complete defeat and WUH betrayed
to Farukhsir by Zulfikar Khan's father, Asad Khan. The
latter's infamy saved his own life but not his son's. Asad
Khan and Zulfikar Khan paid their respects to Farukhsir,
but as they rose to go, Zulfikar Khan was detained. He
had been the chief cause of Azimushan's failure to win the
throne and in the eyes of Farukhsir he had sinned beyond
forgiveness. He was led into a side tent and charged with
the desertion of Azim Shah and with treason to Azimushan.
Zulfikar Khan met the charges with undaunted bearing, but
at last seeing that his cause had already been judged, he bade
his tormentors kill him instead of asking him idle questions*
The words had hardly left his lips when a band of ruffians
threw themselves on him and strangled him to death. So
died this talented soldier, the one officer in Aurangzib's
army, who know perfectly the science 'of Deccan warfare*,

Farukhsir was soon to regret the murder of one who
might have proved an ally against the two Sayad brothers.
They assumed complete control of the state and reduced
the emperor's power to a cypher. Jehandar Shah had

*Siyar"ul Mute Kherin, p.'129.                                                            ~
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